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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1003

Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Comm ttee on Finance (originally sponsored by Representatives
Penni ngton, Hatfield, Melke, Thonpson, Cole, DeBolt, D. Sommers,
Conway, Boldt, Al exander, Schoesler, Kessler, Bush, Smth, Dyer and
O Brien)

Read first tinme 01/21/97

AN ACT Relating to deferral of property taxes by senior citizens
and disabled persons; anmending RCW 84.38.020; and declaring an
enmer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 84.38.020 and 1996 c 230 s 1614 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unless a different nmeaning is plainly required by the context, the
foll owi ng words and phrases as hereinafter used in this chapter shal
have the foll ow ng nmeani ngs:

(1) "daimant” nmeans a person who either elects or is required
under RCW84. 64. 050 to defer paynent of the special assessnents and/or
real property taxes accrued on the claimant’s residence by filing a
declaration to defer as provided by this chapter.

When two or nore individuals of a household file or seek to file a
declaration to defer, they may determ ne between them as to who the
cl ai mant shal | be.

(2) "Departnent"” neans the state departnent of revenue.

(3) "Equity val ue" neans the anount by which the fair market val ue
of a residence as determned fromthe records of the county assessor
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exceeds the total anpbunt of any liens or other obligations against the
property.

(4) "Local governnent" nmeans any city, town, county, water-sewer
district, public utility district, port district, irrigation district,
flood control district, or any other nunicipal corporation, quasi
nmuni ci pal corporation, or other political subdivision authorized to
| evy special assessnents.

(5) "Real property taxes" neans ad val oremproperty taxes | evied on
a residence in this state in the precedi ng cal endar year.

((65))) (6) "Residence" has the neaning given in RCW 84. 36. 383,
except that a residence includes any additional property up to a total
of five acres that conprises the residential parcel if this |arger
parcel size is required under |and use regul ations.

((66))) (7) "Special assessnent” neans the charge or obligation

i nposed by a ((eHty—toewn,—ecounty—or—other—munictpal—corporation))
| ocal governnent wupon property specially benefited ((by—a—toecal

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the imedi ate

preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

Passed the House February 3, 1997.

Passed the Senate April 9, 1997.

Approved by the Governor April 21, 1997.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State April 21, 1997.
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